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Hello Brothers,

The following newsletter is written by alumni, for alumni. Our goal is to be informative and 
entertaining. With some looks back in time, it will remind you of your time in the house and the 
men you met and lived with while you were there. It will bring you up to date on what has been 
happening in their lives. It will also keep you up to date with what is happening in the house 
and, if you wish to, how you can help.  

The committee that is making this effort possible is Wayne Wohler ‘74, Zach Arama ‘07 current 
chapter Director of Alumni Relations, Mike “Sib” Conklin ‘92, Nick Davis ‘95, Travis Jones ‘96, 
Taso Kinnas ‘00, Keith Taylor ‘92 and Ben O’Brien ‘94.

The Committee’s Objectives are:
 Maintain close, consistent, communications between alumni and active chapter and to provide    
 support to the active chapter.
 Ensure consistent, quality communications with Idaho FH alumni using a variety of      
 communication sources to meet the needs of different alumni preferences.  
 Provide support for continued enrichment to Alumni for the FarmHouse experience.
 Reach out and represent Idaho FH to other U of I fraternal, alumni or affi liated groups.  

I hope you enjoy the newsletter and be ready for our Winter 09 edition in January.

Fraternally,

Wayne Wohler ‘74

Remember This Guy?

Mike “Sib” Conklin and his wife Tanya 
just celebrated their 12th wedding 
anniversary and their daughter 
Emerson will turn one on November 
15th. Sib teaches math and yearbook 
at University High School in Spokane, 
WA. He was in the house for four years 
(1991-95) and served as Scholarship 
Chair, Social Chair, President and 1st 
Vice President (Alumni Relations). 
Among his many pleasant memories 
at FarmHouse are the admin hill 

mudslides, ultimate frisbee in the Dome, and cleverly pimped 
desserts during Thursday night formal dinners.

The origins of the Bird Award itself was a helmet, 
basically the helmet used and modifi ed today. It was 
black with white paint dribbled on the same spot on top 
in suffi cient quantity to run down the sides of the black 
helmet. Over the spot on which the white paint had been 
dribbled, a small (4” tall) bird or feather was mounted. 
The affect was that it appeared that the bird had relieved 
itself on the helmet. That’s the most tasteful part of the 
award. 

The intent of the award was to recognize that 
FarmHouse man who had most distinguished himself 
in the area of dating, courtship and other matters having 
to do with women, in a negative way, of course. Now no 
award winner would ever acknowledge or admit, even to 
himself, that he deserved the award. It was (obviously) 
a matter of spite or revenge for some imagined wrong. 
At worst, one might admit to a few unfortunate episodes 
that might give the award some semblance of validity or 
justice but it was never deserved.

Have you ever served as the Birdman, or better yet, 
received the infamous “hat hanging” on your door? 
Hope this brings back a few memories and please feel 
free to share them with us.

The Bird Award...

Mark Your Calendars...

Contact Information...

Please submit any story ideas and photos to:
Ben O’Brien

(208) 369-0999
ben_obrien@lfprinc.com

The 6th Annual Brian Ellis Memorial 
Golf Tournament was recently held 
this past September 13, 2008, at 
Ridgecrest Golf Club in Nampa, ID. The 
tournament was again a huge success 
with over 34 golfers and FH Alumni 
participating. Proceeds from the 
tournament will be donated in the form 
of a scholarship to a current University 
of Idaho FarmHouse member. 
Additional proceeds will be donated 

to the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation to further the research toward 
the eventual cure of this disease. Thanks to the support from 
generous donors and participants, the Foundation has raised 
over $60,000 in six years, and has assisted fi ve FarmHouse 
members with semester tuition scholarships to the University of 
Idaho.  

Thanks again for your continued support,

Chad Collins ‘94

You Have To See These Websites!

www.uidaho.edu/greek/farmhouse www.govandals.ning.com

Who was known for wearing pink sweats and reading smut novels? Find out in our next edition.

Oct. 4  “Dads Weekend”
Oct. 25  “Homecoming 2008”
Nov. 1  vs. San Jose State University
Nov. 15  vs. Boise State University

www.brianellisfoundation.org
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