
Good News:  
Justice Evers ’13 received the 2015-
2016 International Scholarship

Micah Lauer ’96 was honored on August 22, 2016 by 
President Obama with the prestigious Presidential 
Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science 
Teaching. Micah teaches at Heritage Middle School.

Galen Lee ’84, of 
New Plymouth, 
Idaho, is the first 
Amalgamated 
Sugar grower to 
serve as president 
of the American 
Sugarbeet Grow-
ers Association.

It has been a long time, too long, since you’ve heard from 
us. We apologize for that. The truth is that we’ve had a 
number of transitions on the board and in the lives of the 
board members that have made consistent communica-
tions to you – the Alumni and friends – difficult to maintain. 

We will work to do better in the future but we need 
your help. If you have legal, finance, accounting, 
construction or building maintenance, teaching or 
non-profit organization experience or just feel comfort-
able dedicating a few hours periodically to make Idaho 
FarmHouse a better place, we can use your help. 

You do not need to live in Moscow, or even Idaho, to 
contribute. I’ve been on the board for 10 years and I 
live in Denver, Colorado. We use teleconferences and 
email effectively to conduct our business and take 
care to ensure that the time is effectively used. 

You do not need to be on the board to contribute, 
there are tasks that you can help the board by lead-
ing, including simply working with the active chapter 
officers. I talk about the renovation in another article, 
but to make a renovation happen, we need men with 
knowledge of construction who are interested in lead-
ing that effort. We need a strong association and a 
strong chapter to begin that effort. We need you. 

Wayne Wohler ’74 
President, Idaho FarmHouse Club, Inc.
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coming events

September 15 – 16th Annual  
Brian Ellis Memorial Golf Tournament   
8:00 am Eagle Hills Golf Course – Eagle, ID

September 22 – Annual meeting of the Association   
Meet at the Chapter House at 1 pm

October 12 – Idaho FarmHouse Founders Day

October 20 – U of I Homecoming   
University of Idaho football returns to the Big Sky Conference taking 
on Southern Utah University 2:00 pm KIBBIE-ASUI Activity Center



The Crest

Greetings on behalf of the Idaho FarmHouse Foundation Council. We continue 
to see the impact of scholarships and leadership training on the educa-
tion and growth of our undergraduate members. Below you will find two 
sets of information: 1) recent scholarship awardees and 2) the status of our 
various foundation accounts (note that for the endowment accounts, only 
around 5% of the account is available for spending from year to year). 

Idaho FarmHouse Foundation 
Report Summer 2018

Sammy Crofoot is the 
President of IFC.

Pearce Roberts and Simon 
Barnes were co-winners of 
the Doane Award in 2018.

50th Conclave 
in Kansas City
The 50th Conclave was held in 
Kansas City July 25-28. As always, 
it was a inspiring time, meeting old 
friends, seeing how other chapters 
and associations do their work. 

The Idaho chapter was well rep-
resented by Miguel Cervantes. 

The international fraternity 
changed its bylaws to reduce 
its exposure to liability suits 
and advised local associa-
tions to make similar changes 
for the same reason. 

There were several informative 
education sessions that were well 
attended and well-conceived 
including a session on financ-
ing of renovations of housing. 

Jack Annan (Colorado State 53), 
louis j. Boyd (Kentucky 53), Tom 
Kopacek (Minnesota 70), S. War-
ren Weibert (Kansas State 66) and 
the first FarmHouse man to be 
elected to the United States Sena-
tor, Cory Gardner, were awarded 
the Master Builder of Men Award. 

One particularly inspiring moment 
was the Vespers Ceremony held 
at the World War I Memorial in 
Kansas City honoring the men 
of FarmHouse who have died 
since the last conclave. Several 
families donated their membership 
badges to be presented to new 
members at their chapters which 
is a great way to honor them. 

This Conclave was inspiring and 
a great venue for meeting Farm-
House men from across the coun-
try. If you’ve never been to a con-
clave, they are a personal growth 
experience not to be missed. 

Wayne Wohler ’74

Scholarship Awardee School Year

Ken L and Michelle A. Riddle Simon Barnes 2017-2018

FH Centennial Ryan Setser 2017-2018

Ethan Parker 2018-2019

Richard H. and Mary Jean  Ross Nigel Hebbeln 2017-2018

Bill Rowe 2018-2019

Ernie Polz Memorial Luke Perry 2018-2019

Duane and Phyllis Le Tourneau Yuha Yi 2017-2018

Ryan Setser 2017-2018

Simon Barnes 2017-2018

Danny Weisz Memorial Bill Rowe 2017-2018

Account Name Balance Balance Date

ID FH Foundation $7,120.26 May 31, 2018

Danny Weisz Memorial Endowment $21,852.91 February 28, 2018

LeTourneau Leadership Endowment $10,853.38 February 28, 2018

LeTourneau Fellowship Endowment $11,820.87 February 28, 2018

A special thanks to Steven Fields (‘65) and Jeff Hood (‘87) whose contribu-
tions, along with ID Foundation Council funds, made it possible to send 
undergraduate representatives to the FH Leadership Institute in January.

Please let me know if you have any questions about any of 
these items or if you would like to contribute in any way. 

Have a great second half of 2018, 

Mike ‘Sib’ Conklin, ’92

Idaho FarmHouse Member Highlights



For those of you who generously con-
tributed to the campaign, we thank 
you for your donation but I’m sure 
that is the question that is on your 
mind. I don’t have a direct answer to 
this question but let me give you an 
idea of the criteria we have had since 
the start for beginning the process 
of implementing the renovation: 

Collect the donations that have 
been pledged – Done. Thank 
you. The level of compliance 
with pledges was outstanding. 

Maintain a level of residence 
above 30 – getting there. 

Have a healthy Association 
Board – needs improvement. 

Find competent construction 
management – need help. 

There are other challenges: 

The $800K we have for renova-
tion will not cover what we hope 
to get done. We will need to 
go into to debt. International 
has a program to lend money 
to associations for building, or 
we can borrow commercially 
but in either case, I would not 
expect to borrow more than 
$10,000 per resident, which 
limits us to $300,000 given our 
recent residence history. Recall 
the vision was costed at $1.8M 
when we started the campaign. 

Most of the donations were given 
to the foundation to take advan-
tage of the tax benefits of the 
donation; this limits our ability to 
use those funds for educational, 
not residential, purposes. This 
is another reason we will need 
to borrow money. FH Interna-
tional can help us comply with 
the requirements and maximize 
the use of those funds but it will 
require careful planning; the IRS 
limits strictly what is an educa-
tional purpose. A change in the 
law, which has been considered 

When is the 
Renovation?

A Look Back
The picture shows the attendees to the 1982 reunion commemorat-
ing the 25th anniversary of the founding of the fraternity. A rela-
tively small gathering but lots of smiling faces, including Mrs. Grace 
Wicks, our housemother and teacher of the social graces for many 
years. I can’t put a name to all the faces. If you can help, drop me 
an email at wlwohler@gmail.com. I’d love to hear from you. If you 
have photos of gatherings of alumni pass those along as well! 

for several years would be very 
helpful in this regard, the Col-
legiate Housing and Infrastructure 
Act would do this, a call to your 
congressional representatives 
might help move this bill along. 

There is some planning work yet to 
be done. We have the vision we used 
in the fundraising campaign, but we 
do not have designs that reflect our 
financial capability nor the detailed 
drawings needed for construction. 
We will need to work with architects 
to produce this material. We have 
been hesitant to spend the money 
for this until our criteria were met. 

We recognize that the 30 residents 
level is low based on long-term 
history; there were over 50 men in 
the house when I lived there. By 

renovating, we can significantly help 
the chapter recruit by having a much 
nicer facility for the men to live in. 
But betting on more than 30 is a 
risk we don’t feel justified in taking, 
which limits our ability to borrow. 

Borrowing money will require that we 
put together a persuasive financial 
package to submit to lenders to 
close on a loan. FH International has 
a package template, I’m sure other 
institutions have similar requirements. 

That’s the story on the renova-
tion. To make it happen, we need 
a healthy chapter, a healthy as-
sociation board. I believe that both 
those goals will be met soon. 

Wayne Wohler ’74

Courtesy of wayne Wohler
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Recent deaths: 

Philip O. Edwards ’57 
on January 16, 2016

Kirk Rush ’75 on 
April 21, 2015  
Associate Member

Russell Withers ’67 
2018  
Associate Member

George Ambrose, 
’74 on May 28, 2017

John Ray Kohntopp, 
’94 on April 29, 2018

Jerry C Jaeger ’62 on 
September 3, 2015. 

James R. Howland 
’54 on  
Feb 26, 2016 
Charter Member

Rocky L. Smith, ’78 
on July 4th, 2016

I became the Club Treasurer in July 
2017 and after 11 months on the 
job I am still learning a lot about 
the position and the workings of 
the Club. I am thankful for all of 
the help and advice Ron Lauer 
’70, retired CPA, has given me. 

Here are a few basic facts about 
the Club’s finances. We maintain 
a checking account and two 
investment accounts. One of the 
investment accounts has money 
that has been accumulated over 
the years (balance of $55,569) 
and can be used for general 
expenses if necessary. The other 
investment account consists of 
money that has been donated for 
the building campaign (balance 
of $417,949) and is available only 
for those purposes. There is also 
money for the building fund that 
is held by FarmHouse Interna-

tional (balance of $346,492).

The Club’s income is primarily 
from the rent that we charge the 
undergraduate members for living 
in the Chapter House. Last year we 
charged $18,000 per semester. Our 
expenses consist of those items 
that are necessary to maintain the 
Chapter House. The Club pays for 
the major upkeep costs. The Chap-
ter pays for the utilities, some minor 
maintenance, and the food bill. 

I hope this information helps 
you understand a little about the 
Club’s financial position. If you 
have any questions please contact 
me at addaniel467@gmail.com.

David Daniel, ’73 
Treasurer, Idaho Farmhouse Club, Inc. 
Retired Ag Teacher

Idaho FarmHouse Club  
Treasurer’s Report June 30, 2018


