
Fall has returned to the Palouse with a better than 
average start to the football season and all the 
other activities that accompany the start of a new 
school year. We are excited about the new class of 
FarmHouse men who have joined us this fall. 

The house continues to provide a safe and comfort-
able place for the men to live. We are maintaining the 
house with minimum interventions, knowing that we 
will shortly be beginning renovations as the campaign 
gifts have been coming in for four years now. Thank 
you for your support and I also want to thank Brandon 
and his campaign committee for their leadership in this 
campaign thus far. For those of you who have pledged, 
don’t forget to send in your contribution. We are al-
most to the finish line of the fundraising campaign. 

We are planning and the renovation of the chapter house 
and working on executing that plan. The celebration of 
our 60th anniversary in 2017 should be a very special time 
for us all. It will be a great time to celebrate and reflect 
on our history as a chapter at the University of Idaho.

Thanks to the men who are serving on the As-
sociation Board and all the Idaho FH men who are 
living the Object, sacrificing their time, pleasures 
and comforts in the service of Idaho FarmHouse. 

Finally, and perhaps most important, new member re-
cruitment is a focus for all of us and it has truly become 
a year round activity. If you know a young man that 
would make a great addition to the next generation of 
FarmHouse men, please let me or any Board or Chapter 
member know so that the Chapter can reach out to them.

Eric Billings ’06 
President, Idaho FarmHouse Club, Inc.
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Association President

Micah Lauer ’96 was honored on August 22, 2016 by 
President Obama with the prestigious Presidential 
Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science 
Teaching. Micah teaches at Heritage Middle School.

2015-2016 International Scholarship – Justice Evers ’13

Galen Lee ’84, of 
New Plymouth, 
Idaho, is the first 
Amalgamated 
Sugar grower to 
serve as president 
of the American 
Sugarbeet Grow-
ers Association.

Courtesy of Micah Lauer

Courtesy of Galen lee



The Crest

Greetings, brothers, from Eastern 
Washington, on behalf of your Idaho 
FarmHouse Foundation Council 
(IFFC). As you know, the Founda-
tion’s role is to cover education-
related expenses which enrich the 
experience of Idaho FarmHouse men. 
The council is pleased to report that 
thanks to contributions from the 
IFFC, from the Idaho FarmHouse 
Association, and contributions from 
Steven Fields ’65, Erik Haugerud 
’91, and Jeff Hood ’87, the costs of 
the FarmHouse Leadership Institute 
for four chapter officers from Idaho 
were completely covered this year. 
The Institute is a wonderful program 
that always gets rave reviews from 
the participants. [have we covered 
Regional Leadership Conference 
expenses? What other disbursements 
have we made? Have we given any 
scholarships … not that I recall I’m 
afraid.] Please contact me if you 
would like further information on 
you can specifically support these 
important education programs.

In addition to our LeTourneau 
Building Campaign, for which 
we thank you for your generous 
contributions, there are also two 
recently formed endowments 
that honor Doc. They are:

The LeTourneau Leadership 
Endowment, which focuses on 
our undergraduates’ involve-
ment in FarmHouse Interna-
tional Fraternity leadership 
trainings such as Conclave, Re-
gional Leadership Conferenc-
es, the Leadership Institute, 
and will assist with the educa-
tional needs of the chapter.

The LeTourneau Fellowship 
Endowment emphasizes local 
involvement, through guest 
speakers, chapter-specific 
educational and leadership 
retreats, or campus events.

The objective is that these endow-
ments will be able to fund activities 
of Idaho chapter members inde-
pendently of annual giving to the 

Foundation through disbursements 
from the endowments. Gifts to 
these endowments will ensure that 
these activities will be fully sup-
ported each year into the future. 

As of this publication, the IFFC has 
an account balance of just over 
$8000. Your contributions to both 
the LeTourneau Building Campaign 
and to the Foundation are sincerely 
appreciated. If you would like to 
make a tax deductible donation to 
the Idaho FarmHouse Foundation 
Council, it can be sent via the Idaho 
FarmHouse Club, Inc., PO 3765, 
Moscow, Idaho 83843 or directly to 
the FarmHouse Foundation at 7306 
NW Tiffany Springs Parkway, Suite 
210, Kansas City, MO 64153. Please 
write your check to FarmHouse 
Foundation and include in the memo 
line: Idaho Foundation Council.

Thank you for your continued inter-
est in and support of FarmHouse 
Fraternity, a true builder of men.

Fraternally, 

Mike ‘Sib’ Conklin, President 
Idaho FarmHouse  
Foundation Council 
conkmath@gmail.com

In addition to opportunities to sup-
port Idaho FarmHouse activities, for 
those brothers who are interested 
in supporting international travel as 
a part of undergraduate experience, 
there is a FarmHouse-based scholar-
ship contribution opportunity. The 
Randy, KS ’73 and Debbie Linville 
International Catalyst Scholarship 
is available to FarmHouse members 
to use towards expenses associated 
with international travel opportuni-
ties, service immersion trips and/
or study abroad programs. Those 
interested in this scholarship of up 
to $2,000 should follow up with the 
international office at Andrea@Farm-
House.org. Please pass this informa-
tion along to any brothers you know 
are interested in international travel.

Idaho Farmhouse FoundationDalton Howard is 
Headed to the UK

My Name is Dalton Howard, I am 
the past Vice President of Finance 
for the Farmhouse Idaho Chapter. 
This upcoming school year I am 
studying abroad in Lancaster, 
United Kingdom. My studies will 
consist of business classes; those 
credits will then be transferred 
back to the U of I. I am a junior 
this year, and to experience study 
in another country is very excit-
ing to me. Moving to the UK has 
been one of my biggest dreams, 
and now getting the chance to 
experience the UK is amazing. One 
of the main reasons for me going 
abroad is that I get to experience 
another culture that has so much 
history, but also giving me a bigger 
view of how people around the 
world view America. And while I 
am there, during school breaks, 
I’ll be travelling across Europe 
to get the full experience.

On a beautiful July afternoon in 
Boise Idaho, 30 Idaho FarmHouse 
brothers gathered at the home of 
Cameron Ryffel ’01 to reconnect 
after years of life taking them in 
all different directions. In what is 
planned to be an annual event, 
men from Idaho Farmhouse span-
ning many decades got an oppor-
tunity to catch up and introduce 
their families, enjoying the perfect 
summer weather and burgers fresh 
off the grill. Intentionally planned 
as a low-key affair, everyone had 
the chance to converse and revisit 
their favorite Farmhouse and Van-
dal stories, with brothers attending 
from as far away as Southern 
California and western Montana. 
The goal for next year is to increase 
attendance, and possibly move the 
event to June to accommodate the 
busy schedules of our ag-focused 
brothers, maintaining the after-
noon BBQ while adding an evening 
event like a poker tournament.

30 Brothers Start a 
Reunion Tradition



Edward Cooke 
I was born and raised in Orange 
County, Ca. I received the rank of 
Eagle Scout on August 21 2008. 
Then went on to get my A.A. in 
Architectural Drafting at Saddleback 
Community College in 2014. A few 
months later I came to the Univer-
sity of Idaho to get my Bachelors in 
Architecture, Masters in Architecture, 
and minor in Interior Design. I am 
currently in my finally year for my 
Bachelors program. I snapped into 
Farmhouse in the Spring of 2016.

Garrett Gingrich 
I was born in Durango Colorado, then 
moved to Eureka, California, and 
then to Nampa, Idaho. I’ve played 
baseball up through my junior year 
of high school. I like being involved 
in anything sport related, and I have 
always wanted to have a husky.

Jesus Gonzalez 
I was born in Nampa Idaho. I 
played football privately for 
4 years. I like soccer, video 
games, and anything history.

Alex Nava 
I was president of my high school’s 
national Spanish honor society for 
my junior and senior year. Member 
of Kiwanis Key Club. I play lacrosse 
and volleyball and like to eat.

Keaton Parks 
I was in student council representa-
tive my sophomore and junior years 
of high school. I played football 
all four years I played tennis for 3 
years of high school and went to 
D.C. with People to People Ambas-
sadors (leadership conference). 

Miguel Cervantes 
I was the defensive captain of the 
Borah High School lacrosse team,. I 
was the only AP 3-D studio design 
and art student in my entire school. I 
love the smell of Gain dryer sheets.

Coner Ray 
I was an ASPL (assistant patrol lead-
er) at NYLT (National Youth Leader-
ship Training). It’s a scout camp where 
we teach leadership skills to youth. 
My job was to make sure everyone 
knew what was going on and when, 
just help out where ever there was a 

need over the course of the week. I 
also received my Eagle Scout award 
this last year. For my project I rebuilt 
a small foot bridge at the Hagerman 
National Fish Hatchery’s Park.

Garrett Bruner 
My name is Garrett Bruner and 
I’m from Nampa, Idaho. This year 
I received the Idaho Opportunity 
scholarship as a reward for my aca-
demic success in high school. Also 
I’m an avid outdoorsman and that 
is why I’m working towards my 
degree in Wildlife Resources.

Bill Rowe 
From American Falls ID, was basket-
ball and football team captain at my 
high school, transferred here from 
USU, have absolutely no regrets. 

Aaron Kane 
I was born in Indianapolis but moved 
to Boise after five years. Though out 
most of high school I did competitive 
drag racing, and my junior year I took 
first place in the state. When I’m not 
working on my cars I’m working on 
my computers, whether it’s build-
ing them or playing video games.

10 New Prospective Members at the House

Idaho FarmHouse 
Member Highlights
The men of Idaho FarmHouse are active on 
campus taking roles in a number of differ-
ent clubs and boards on campus. We have 

Members on IFC Executive and Judicial boards

Members participating in Vandal Solu-
tions (Campus Marketing Club)

Members in Student Alumni Re-
lations Board (SArb)

Nigel Hebbeln did a service project in 
Bolivia with Engineers Without Borders 
club providing clean water to a village

Nathan Clemans has a leadership 
role in Barker Trading group

Chapter House Renovations 
Will Start Soon
We are all looking forward 
anxiously to the house 
renovations we’ve been talk-
ing about so long. With the 
fundraising period coming 
to a close at the end of this 
year, we are planning for the 
renovation work to be under 
way in the Fall of 2017. 

We’ve engaged the same ar-
chitects that we worked with 
5 years ago to move past the 
conceptual plans. They’ve 
provided a list of the renova-
tions we can afford based on 
the money we’ve fundraised 
and will be able to borrow. 
They are helping us plan for 
the many details of such a 

renovation, including con-
cerns such as asbestos and 
lead paint remediation. They 
also have provided much 
useful advice as we move for-
ward to the delivery phase. 

We will also be working with 
the University to house the 
men in a University dormi-
tory, as a unit in a contiguous 
group in their housing. 

Thanks to everyone who 
has helped move the 
project along to this point, 
those who helped plan the 
facility updates that are 
needed and to raise the 
money that will pay for it.
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Recent deaths: 
Philip O. Edwards ’57 
on January 16, 2016

Kirk Rush ’75 on 
April 21, 2015

Jerry C Jaeger, ’62 on 
September 3, 2015. 

James R. Howland ’54 
on Feb 26, 2016:

Denver Conclave
This year FarmHouse International held 
its biannual conclave in Denver, Colora-
do, which was especially convenient for 
me. As always, it was a pleasure to re-
connect with FH men from all over the 
country. As I’ve attended several over 
the last few years I’ve had the opportu-
nity to get better acquainted with many 
from all over the country. It is a pleasure 
to see the active chapter members 
come back as alumni, successful in 
their careers but still committed to FH. 

The most moving part of the Conclave 
was the initiation of three honorary 
members of FH and the honoring of 
the year’s Master Builder of Men hon-
orees. The initiation ceremony is truly 
moving and represents the best of our 
fraternity’s ideals. Hearing about the life 
and work of each of the Master Build-
ers is always inspiring and humbling. 

The conclave is a combination of 
socializing opportunities, fraternity 
business meetings, and training ses-
sions. We took in a Rockies baseball 
game and the active chapter mem-
bers went on a white water rafting 
trip. The training sessions were high 
quality, as always, laced with humor 
about college life but considering 
seriously the challenges that students 
face at college. The business portion 
of Conclave included board elec-
tions and several important changes 
to the bylaws including two which 
caused some debate and discussion: 

Removal of the language that 
required that members major 
in agriculture, come from a 
rural background or share 
an agricultural interest 

Changing the timing and re-
quirements for chapter and 
association ratify bylaw changes 
made by the Conclave. 

As Idaho’s representatives, Dalton and 
I voted in favor of these changes. 

The next Conclave will be held in Kan-
sas City. I plan to attend. I hope many 
of you will consider it as well. It is a 
time of great fellowship and inspiration. 

Wayne Wohler ’74


