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C
Greetings, FarmHouse brothers, from the active 
members of Idaho FarmHouse. The Men of Farm-
House are working hard to carry on the traditions 
of the house and make positive changes, moving 
forward. We have many positive things coming 
out of the chapter: we pledged 10 new members 
and are initiating six of them this semester. The 
members of our chapter were very active in clubs 
including SARB, Engineers without Borders, 
Vandal Solutions, Barker Capital Management, 
and CALS. We also made an impact on the 
community through our day of service with 
the Emmanuel Lutheran Church and with our 
participation in the Palouse Care’s Food Drive.

We are off to a great start this semester and 
are looking forward to having our own phi-
lanthropy again this semester, foosa paloza 
(life size foosball), as well as continuing our 
support of The Lionel Hampton Jazz Festival. 
The members of the chapter are working hard 
this semester and there is a great spirit of 
fellowship in the house that I am excited to 
see grow as we continue the semester.

I would personally like to thank all of our alumni 
and friends of FarmHouse that have supported 
us. The men of this chapter would be honored 
to have any alumni or friends of FarmHouse 
over for dinner. Our doors are always open and 
especially on Monday nights at 5:30 PM, we 
would welcome any visitors. Thank you again 
for all of your support and encouragement.

Fraternally, 

Nathan Clemans 
University of Idaho Chapter President

A group of Idaho FarmHouse men had a small reunion in Bayview 
on Lake Pend Oreille recently. For most of these men, it had 
been 43 years since they had gone through Rush and pledged 
FarmHouse. Dave commented “none of us at the reunion knew 
each other when we moved in to FH but the members of our class 
bonded quickly and became great friends and brothers in the next 
four years. When we started telling stories and re-living some 
of our adventures at U of I it was like time had stood still (except 
for the reduction in hair and increase in waist lines). It was 
wonderful to catch up and share how our lives progressed with 
details on careers, families and further adventures. One of the 
great benefits of being the representative for my pledge class for 
the Building Campaign was to get back in touch with some of my 
pledge brothers through the phone campaign. It would be great to 
see some of the guys from other classes. But we’ll keep the stories 
about all of our undergrad adventures in oral form only. Thank-
fully, there were no smart phone cameras or social media then.”

The 60th Anniversary of Idaho FarmHouse’s found-
ing is coming up in 2017.  That would be a great time to 
renew those acquaintances with your brothers.

Impromptu ’70’s Reunion 
at Lake Pend Oreille From the  

Chapter President

Spring 2016

back row: Larry Walters, Dennis Tilley, Mike Donaldson, and 
Dave Daniel   front row: Mike Crea, Steve Berglund. 



Dear FarmHouse  
Brothers and Friends: 

This year marks an incredibly impor-
tant time in the long and successful 
history of the Idaho Chapter of Farm-
House Fraternity.  Approximately 
one year from now we will begin the 
construction phase of our remodeling 
effort, driven by the success of the Le-
Tourneau Legacy Building Campaign.  
This will be the largest and most 
expensive housing project we have 
undertaken in our time on the Univer-
sity of Idaho campus.  While this is an 
historic and great achievement, we 
must pause and take note of exactly 
what this means for our brotherhood.

In October of 2012 we announced 
the Campaign to our membership 
after years of quietly working and 
gaining key early commitments.  At 
that time we presented a vision for 
the future of our Chapter; the vision 
was bold and aggressive.  The design 
envisioned by our leaders is inspiring, 
and one that would solidify the future 
of our Chapter for many decades to 
come.  The reality is that we do 
not have the funding necessary 
to realize the full vision.  Let me 
explain this clearly and simply.

We launched a vision of a $1.8M 
renovation that would do everything 
necessary to bring the housing facili-
ties into the modern era, and make 
FarmHouse one of the most desired 
and competitive fraternities on the 
Idaho campus.  At the same time, 
we announced a campaign goal of 
$750,000.  This may not appear to make 
sense – why would we target a $750,000 
fundraising goal when we know the 
total cost of a complete renovation is 
much larger?  The answer is simple.  
We knew from our feasibility study 
that we could expect to raise between 
$500,000 and $750,000 based on our 
alumni feedback.  We set the bar 
high - and exceeded the goal – with 
over $800,000 in pledges and gifts 
to date.  The campaign has been a 
success by any measure.  However, 
we believed a much larger percentage 
of our alumni would be inspired to 
be difference makers and set their 

mark on the Idaho Chapter.  This 
has not happened as we had hoped.

Our primary objectives are to ensure 
safety, livability, and the best learn-
ing environment we can offer our 
future members.  Much of this can 
be addressed with the funding we 
have available.  Ensuring working 
fire suppression systems, modern 
electrical wiring, efficient and 
economical heating and cooling, safe 
food handling and kitchen facilities 
are not sleek and sexy improve-
ments, but these are the items that 
we must put first.  These things are 
required when providing housing to 
University students.  The issues we 
cannot address with our current 
funding are those factors that make 
a Chapter competitive against 
other fraternities and University 
housing.  This leaves us in a precari-
ous position; can we continue to be 
competitive without the same invest-
ments made by other organizations?

Our leadership understands that 
trends in fraternal organizations are 
not favorable to Chapters that are not 
strong and vibrant.  Many generous 
individuals and families have made 
the commitment to invest in our Idaho 
Chapter.  If 100 more of our alumni 
gave $5,000 that would cut the funding 
gap in half.  If 10 of our most capable 
and generous donors gave $50,000 more 
that would fill the remaining gap.

Your collective response will be the 
voice to the viability of  our Idaho 
Chapter.  We can strive to celebrate 
our 60th anniversary in October 2017 
with a powerful statement of what 
FarmHouse means for our members 
and the University of Idaho, or we can 
question if we can make it to a 75th 
anniversary.  The time to act is now – 
we cannot state it more simply.  Will 
you make the sacrifice, or will you ask 
‘what happened’ when FarmHouse can 
no longer compete with other living 
and fraternal options on campus? 

Brandon Grant ’92 
Chairman 
“The LeTourneau Legacy  
Building Campaign”

Creating the Future

The Crest

News
Tom Stroschein has been 
recognized by the University 
with the Silver and Gold Award. 
Congratulations, Tom! 

Sadly, we must report the death 
of charter member Phil Edwards. 
Phil’s obituary can be found at: 
http://www.omaha.com/obits/
edwards-philip-o/article_e6f4cbe7-
f2ff-5dd6-8c59-f23343cc4340.html 

Nathan Clemans has been 
selected to attend the Power 
of Seven Seminar April 22-24 
in Colorado Springs, CO.

Please send any news that you 
think FH men would be interested 
in to wlwohler@gmail.com. 

49th Biennial 
Conclave

The 49th Biennial Conclave 
is coming to Denver Colo-
rado August 3-7, 2016 at the 

Marriott Denver Tech Center. If 
you’ve ever been to a Conclave, 
you know it is a fun and inspiring 
gathering. Please consider com-
ing. If you are coming, please let 
Wayne Wohler know at wlwohler@
gmail.com or 303-485-9391. We 
can arrange for a chapter-specific 
reception at the hotel late after-
noon on Saturday, August 6 or 
we can have an event on Sunday 
morning, August 7th. It would be 
great to have a nice turnout and 
get together. Check the Farm-
House International website www.
farmhouse.org for more infor-
mation or reach out to Wayne. 



Hi, my name is Yuha 
Yi. I was born in Sacra-
mento, California and 
grew up in Meridian, 
Idaho for most my life. I 
am majoring in statistics 
with a computer science 
minor. My older brother 
was in FarmHouse for 
four years and he led 
me here to follow in 
his footsteps. Immedi-
ately after he graduated 
I entered college and 
rushed FarmHouse. 

My name is Simon 
Barnes, and I am cur-
rently a sophomore 
at the University of 
Idaho studying computer 
engineering. This is my 
second semester living 
in FarmHouse and I am the current 
Director of Administration. Some of 
my favorite things about the house are 
the intramurals, the sense of brother-
hood and getting to hang out with a 
great group of guys on a daily basis.

Hi! My name is Sammy Crofoot. I am 
from Nampa, Idaho and I am currently 

pursuing my bachelor’s degree in 
accounting. In my free time I enjoy 
snowboarding and playing soccer. 
I can’t wait to see what the next 4 
years in FarmHouse holds for me!

 My name is Jesus Barrera and I 
am currently studying mechanical 
engineering. I am a first generation 

college student and 
hope to make my family 
proud by being the first 
to get a college diploma. 
I am originally from 
American Falls, Idaho. 

Hello everyone, my name 
is Kevin Kennedy. Right 
now marketing is my 
chosen line of study. In 
my spare time I enjoy 
listening to 1990s rap mu-
sic, creating ridiculous 
players in Madden, and I 
greatly enjoy reading and 
writing poetry. I can’t 
wait to see what these 
next four years of college 
has in store for me!

Hello! My name is Alex 
Heston, and I’m an 

English major. I come from Kellogg, 
Idaho, where I graduated a year early. 
In my spare time I like to read and 
write. I’m a very goal-driven person, 
and I’ve found that FarmHouse is the 
right environment for that. It’s a very 
supportive fraternity to be in, and I 
know that it’ll help me to grow into a 
better person in these coming years.

FarmHouse

The next two years will be a time of 
excitement for our organization as we 
begin the busy process of planning 
and executing the renovation of the 
chapter house. The Biennial Conclave 
is also coming up soon and will be held 
in Denver, Colorado this August—I 
hope some of you will be able to attend. 
I should also mention that we will 
be celebrating our 60th anniversary 
in 2017 which will be a great time to 
celebrate and reflect on our history as 
a chapter at the University of Idaho.

The house continues to provide a safe 
and comfortable place for the men to 
live. We are maintaining the house 
with minimum interventions, know-
ing that we will shortly be beginning 
renovations as the campaign gifts 
have been coming in for four years 
now. Thank you for your support and 

I also want to thank Brandon and 
his campaign committee for their 
leadership in this campaign thus far.

At our recent annual meeting, I was 
elected as President, Peter Mundt 
elected as Vice President, Brandon 
Grant continuing as Treasurer, Wayne 
Wohler elected as Secretary, and 
Mike Conklin continuing as President 
of the Foundation Council. We also 
welcomed Andy Clements as a new 
member of the Board. In addition to 
elections, we also modified bylaws 
to provide more flexibility on the 
date of the Annual Meeting to make 
it easier for more alumni to attend. 

Thanks to all these men who are living 
the Object, sacrificing their time, 
pleasures and comforts in the service 
of Idaho FarmHouse. I would like to 

take a moment to thank Wayne Wohler 
for the tremendous amount of time and 
dedication that he has put into our or-
ganization while serving as President 
of the Association. I’m thankful that as 
I transition into the Presidency that he 
will remain as an officer on the board.

Finally, and perhaps most important, 
new member recruitment is a focus 
for all of us and it has truly become 
a year round activity. If you know a 
young man that would make a great 
addition to the next generation of 
FarmHouse men, please let me or any 
Board or Chapter member know so 
that the Chapter can reach out to them. 

Eric Billings, ’06 
President,  
Idaho FarmHouse Club Inc. 

Message from the Association President 

Meet the New Men of Idaho FarmHouse

Pictured left to right Jason Williamson (Associate), Alex Heston, 
Yuha Yi, Jesus Barrera, Sammy Crofoot



We have not been as regular in getting a newsletter 
out as we intended. To reduce costs, it is created 
by volunteers whose time is limited. Our intent is to 
get a newsletter that you will enjoy reading twice 
a year and we renew our commitment to do that 
now. If you have photos, remembrances, coming 
events or news items you would like to share with 
your friends and brothers, please reach out to me.

Wayne Wohler, ’74 

Wayne Wohler 
wlwohler@gmail.com 
303-485-9391
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[Editors note: I asked one of our 
outstanding seniors to write a 
bit about his experiences] 

How far I’ve come since my freshman 
year. As I’m sure any college graduate 
can relate, these four (or six, for some 
of us) years are a completely trans-
formative experience. During these 
four years, I have watched my friends 
leave and move on into the real world 
year after year, dreading the day the 
time to leave would come for me. I’ve 
watched members of this fraternity 
come, go, laugh, cry, and express 
every other perspective and emotion 
you can think of. I find it hard to even 
remember the person that I was when 
I first came to the University of Idaho. 

I remember him, that high school 
graduate so eager to seize the world, 
to go and live college to the fullest 
and get that degree in Physics I was 
so set on in those days. I signed up 
for Fraternity Recruitment in the 
Fall of 2012, and fell easily into the 
FarmHouse brotherhood. Since 
then, I’ve changed majors three 
times (I’m now an Advertising major 
with a minor in Marketing), become 
involved in numerous campus organizations, held executive office in the 
Chapter, and worked, lived, learned, and grown and in ways that are too 
difficult to explain in this short letter, as any FarmHouse alumni might 
understand. I find it hard to think I’d ever want to leave. Yet here I am, 
ready to go out and show the world what a FarmHouse man is. Looks like 
I’ve found opportunity number one in writing this message to you all.

Most important, since joining FarmHouse, I’ve found a voice for 
my values, words that I identify with in the our ritual, words to 
strive my hardest every single day to live up to, and to push other 
FarmHouse men to live up to. As stated by of the star Excelsior on 
the FarmHouse badge, “The Star stands for excelsior - a striving for 
those things that are highest and noblest, in an effort to be ever ad-
vancing. It should be a star of hope - a guiding star to the wearer.” 

So to FarmHouse, thank you. For what you’ve helped me become 
since my initiation, for  giving me a purpose to root myself in now and 
forever, for giving me these lifelong relationships I’ll cherish until I 
die, and for all of the memories I couldn’t erase if I wanted to, thank 
you. For the hope you give me of all the current and future members 
of our chapter, and for the knowledge that I know you will continue 
to find ways to impress unto others what I’ve come to hold most dear, 
thank you. Most of all, thank you for not what I’ve turned into since I 
joined, but for what I know you will help me become in my future. 

Lesson learned after four years is that this isn’t the end 
of my FarmHouse career, but the beginning. 

Phillip E. Barnes, ‘12

Ramblings of a 
Graduating Senior

Note from the Editor 

coming events 
 
Conclave - 49th Biennial Conclave is 
coming to Denver Colorado August 3-7, 
2016 at the Marriott Denver Tech Center.

Homecoming – Homecoming will be 
October 1st. Come watch the Vandals 
play Troy and stop by the Chapter House.


