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The Ross Scholarship provides financial sup-

port to men whose leadership, academic and 
social skills bring credit to the fraternity. The 

endowment was created to honor the parents of  Rick, 
Bob, and Bill Ross. It recognizes their dedication to the 
University of  Idaho and our FarmHouse Chapter.

Richard Henry “Dick” Ross was born in central Pennsyl-
vania and received his B.S. and Ph.D. degrees from Penn 
State University. He served his country in World War II in 
the Naval Air Corps as a navigator and pilot. Mary Jean 
Ross graduated from West Virginia University and was 
employed by the H.J. Heinz Company as a nutritionist.

Dick and Mary Jean married in Florida in 1943 and came 
to the University of  Idaho in 1947 where Dick served as a 
nutritionist in the Department of  Dairy Science. He was 
later appointed head of  the department and retired in 1979.

Both Dick and Mary Jean were active in the early 
days of  FarmHouse at the University of  Idaho. Mary 
Jean was an “unofficial” housemother and confi-
dant for many of  the young men. Dick was selected 
as the Idaho Chapter’s first Associate Member and 
was part of  the Chartering membership group. Dick 
held many positions over the years that benefited the 
men of  the chapter and the health of  the fraternity.

They have three sons, all of  whom have degrees 
from the University of  Idaho; Rick, B.S. Agricul-
ture-Entomology ’68; Bob, B.S. Civil Engineer-
ing ’71; Bill, B.S. Electrical Engineering ’72.

Mary Jean Passed away in 1991 and Dick passed in 
2009. All of  the men of  FarmHouse are grateful for 
their service to us in life and their generous legacy 
gift that will honor their memory for years to come.

The Richard H and  
Mary Jean Ross  

FarmHouse Scholarship



The Crest

Spring is coming to the Palouse 
and Idaho FarmHouse.  The 
football team is in spring 

drills, the men of  the house have 
returned from their spring break 
and they’re making the final push 
to finish the year off  well. 

At our annual meeting in February, 
we elected Mike ‘Sib’ Conklin to the 
Board. Mike also serves as President of  
the Foundation Council. Special thanks 
to retiring member Travis Jones for 
his years of  service. Otherwise, the 
Board is unchanged with Eric Billings 
as Vice President, Brandon Grant as 
Treasurer, and members-at-large Dick 
Hodge and Ricky Kennedy. Thanks to 
all these men who are living the prin-
ciples put forth in The Object, sacrific-
ing their time, pleasures and comforts. 

On the same day as our board meeting, 
Chad Harris, Executive Director of  FH 
International, facilitated a joint train-
ing and development workshop for the 
Idaho and Washington State Associa-
tion Boards. Chad shared the latest 

developments, trends, international of-
fice resources and best practices in fra-
ternity management. We enjoyed the 
session and meeting our crimson and 
gray brothers from across the border.

Spring is bringing exciting changes 
to campus life with the arrival of  
our new University President, Chuck 
Staben, who comes to us from the 
University of  South Dakota where 
he was provost. The campus com-
munity is excited to welcome Dr. 
Staben and the vision and stability 
he will bring to the Vandal family.

Fraternities are changing as the Delta 
Chi and Alpha Tau Omega chapters 
are no longer active at Idaho. A new 
fraternity, Pi Kappa Phi, is setting up 
in the old ATO house.  Ethel Steele, the 
women’s housing cooperative that was 
operating in the old Phi Tau house, has 
moved into the Delta Chi house as the 
Phi Tau chapter is active on campus 
once more. The Pi Kappa Alpha (Pike) 
chapter has not been on campus for 
some time. Their vacant house, which 

is an eyesore on campus, is currently 
the subject of  litigation between the 
University and the PKA national 
fraternity. We hope it will be resolved 
soon and the house demolished. 

Now is the time to think about who you 
know who would make a great addition 
to the next generation of  FarmHouse 
men. Even though recruitment is now 
a year-round activity, the traditional 
“rush” period is when we get most of  
our new members. Please let me or any 
Chapter member know if  you know of  
someone we should recruit to join FH. 

The house continues to provide a 
safe and comfortable place for the 
men to live. We are maintaining 
the house with an eye toward do-
ing significant renovation as soon 
as the financial resources to start 
that work become available. If  you 
are in Moscow, please stop in at the 
house and introduce yourself  to the 
men who carry on our traditions. 

	

Association Board Report

Alumni and undergraduate members of  the University of  Idaho and Washington State University FarmHouse 
Association Boards participated in a joint workshop at the Alumni Center in Moscow during the 2014 
spring semester. FH International Executive Director Chad Harris was the facilitator for the event.



With the season’s blossoms bringing color to 
the arboretum and spring growth emerg-
ing in the fields, we’re pleased to report 

that our campaign to secure our future on the Uni-
versity of  Idaho campus continues to grow!

As you’ll remember, our initial campaign goal was $750,000. 
This may seem like a large number, but it really only allows 
us to do bare minimum life safety and essential infrastruc-
ture upgrades to the chapter house. While these are very 
important, we also recognize the priority of  improving 
the living spaces for our current brothers and making the 
property more competitive from a recruiting standpoint.

We’re pleased to report that we have exceeded $825,000 
in signed pledges and gifts. This is a major accomplish-
ment that is only possible because of  our committed and 
generous alumni and circle of  friends. Reaching this 
significant milestone has allowed us to reset our cam-
paign goal to $1 million. While this amount will allow 
us to stretch some much needed improvements, we’re 
still searching for additional leadership level gifts—and 
gifts of  any size—that will allow us to be a perma-
nent presence at the corner of  Nez Perce and Blake.

We’re also excited to report that our Matching Gift Challenge 
resulted in $85,000 in new gifts that were matched, dollar-for-
dollar. Sincere thanks to the LeTourneau Family, Walters 
Family and Laurent Taylor for their kindness and generosity.

To date, only 16% of  our alumni are participating in the 
campaign. If  we are to succeed, we need to increase that 
percentage. Will you help us honor the LeTourneau legacy 
of  service and compassion by investing in this once-in-

a-lifetime opportunity? Simply 
put, we need you to become a part 
of  saving your chapter house.

Gifts and pledges of  any size are 
most welcome. And remember, 
your gift can be conveniently paid 
in installments over a five year 
period. So a $5,000 gift is about 
$83 a month or about $2.75 a day. 
Please ask yourself  how much your 
FarmHouse experience was worth 
to you—and how much it means 
to ensure that opportunity for 
future generations of  young men.

Gifts can be directed to:

Brandon Grant ’92 
Treasurer,  
Idaho FarmHouse Club, Inc. 
Campaign Chairman 

“The LeTourneau Legacy Building 
Campaign” 
208-629-6718

FarmHouse

Brother Cameron Rombach 
Loses Battle with Cancer
Cameron Scott Rombach (ID 
’92) passed away February 11, 
2014 of  malignant melanoma. He 
was born July 20, 1972, to Alan 
and Judy Rombach in Medford, 
Oregon. He was raised in the 
Rogue Valley and graduated from 
South Medford High School in 
1990 and later earned his B.A. 
in geology at the University of  
Idaho where he became an ac-
tive member of  FarmHouse.

He attended the University of  Alaska, earning his M.A. 
and Ph.D., and became a fellow of  The Society of  Eco-
nomic Geologists. He was a published author and trav-
eled around the world working in the field of  geology.

Cameron is survived by his wife, Martha; previ-
ous wife, Emma , and son, Braeden Rombach;  along 
with his parents and an extended family. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with his entire family.

LeTourneau Legacy Building Campaign Gains Steam

$1,000,000

$900,000

$800,000

$700,000

$600,000

$500,000

$400,000

$300,000

$200,000

$100,000



prsrt std
u.s. postage

PAID
BOISE, ID 73702

Permit #

idaho farmhouse club inc.
P.O. Box 3765

moscow, id 83843

Address Service requested

Th e
RESTC

THE NEWSLETTER OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 
IDAHO CHAPTER OF FARMHOUSE FRATERNITY

Meet Dillion 
Irminger-
Undergraduate 
Director of 
Alumni Relations
We want to thank our alumni for 
all you have done for our Frater-
nity. We know your lives are full of  
things competing for your time and 
we appreciate you allowing Farm-
House to be among that group.

If  you haven’t had the opportunity 
to visit the chapter house recently, 
please do so. Having the opportu-
nity to speak to our alumni can be 
extremely influential to our members.

On the first Monday of  every month we 
will be hosting a formal dinner with 
professors and university administra-
tors as special guests. If  you will be 
in or around Moscow at these times 
we would love for you to come by. On 
May 5th, our special guest will be new 
University President Chuck Staben.

Please visit our new website, ida-
hofarmhouse.org. This is a reliable 
source for information about alumni 
events and chapter activities.  You can 
also connect with us through social 
media on Facebook and Twitter.

I’m hoping to implement an alumni 
big brother program. You, are what 
we aspire to become.  If  our members 
had an alumni mentor, scholarship 
and retention would greatly improve.  
If  you’re interested in this, please 
contact me through the website.

One last thing I hope to do this year 
is update the herd book.  If  you 
could create a list of  significant life 
events and accomplishments that you 
would like to have added to the herd 
book, it will make the process a lot 
more efficient. You can send those 
to me through the website. Thanks 
very much for your support and I 
hope to see you in the near future.

When the men of  FarmHouse returned 
from winter break we hit the ground 
running and didn’t have any plans 
to slow down. The year started with 
sending four men to the FarmHouse 
Leadership Institute in Kansas City 
to meet with their fellow brothers 
from across the nation to learn about 
leadership and to set goals for the year.

A couple weeks later four other men 
from our house returned to Kansas 
City to participate in the GROWS 
conference which gave our recruiting 
team some great ideas and plans to 
bring back and share with the chapter. 
With the spring semester already half-
way over we are very excited to contin-
ue our plans and accomplish our goals.

Looking forward there are many great 
things coming up. On the weekends 
of  March 28 and April 18 we had two 
Vandal Fridays where newly admit-
ted students come and get a firsthand 
look at the University. We have quite a 
few men interested in seeing what our 
Fraternity is about and are planning 
on visiting our house to learn more. 

Also during the week of  March 24 we 
had Greek Week. This year’s theme 
for the week was “We’re All in this 
Together” to help promote a stron-
ger inter-fraternal spirit presence 
on campus. Activites included a quiz 
bowl, skits, a food drive, a talent show, 
and Greek games. The Men of  Farm-
House have took an early lead in the 
competition by winning the quiz bowl!

From April 9-12 a few men traveled 
to Twin Falls to host a FarmHouse 
table at the FFA State Leadership 
Conference. Each year we make the 
trip to support the agricultural com-
munity in our schools and talk with 
students across the state. This is 
a great opportunity for us to meet 
some of  the hardworking men whom 
we’d like to initiate into our fra-
ternity.  The men making the trip 
made it back just in time to partici-
pate in the Relay for Life event.

We’ve kept ourselves very busy 
this year and are very excited 
to see our hard work pay off.

Meet Chapter President Robyn Vowell


