
Progress Made
I want to take this opportunity to bring you up to date on the chapter and
what our alumni have been up to. We are very proud of the progress the
chapter has made the last few years. Idaho FarmHouse is definitely headed
in the right direction with increased recruitment numbers, scholastic
achievement, and participation in campus activities. 

Changes on Campus
Campus has changed significantly in recent years. New buildings have been
built and dorms and apartments have been upgraded. Many of the fraterni-
ties on campus are renovating their facilities as well. Our house provides a
safe environment for our members but, as you probably know, the house
was built in 1957 as a women’s residence. We first occupied the house in
the fall of 1969 and paid it off in 1991. Approximately 700 men have lived
in this house; it has been a good home for us after occupying several facil-
ities from 1957 to 1969, and it hasn’t undergone any major renovations. 

Anticipated Repairs
We do everything we can to maintain the house and keep it safe and com-
fortable for our actives, including work on the kitchen, electrical wiring,
and roof. We anticipate that the heating system will need to be replaced in
the near future; changes in telephone technology and increased use of elec-
trical equipment will require upgrades; and the entire house will need a refit
and refinish. 

Land Secured
Last year, we made a major commitment to the location by signing a 45-
year lease with the University for the property on which the building stands,
with the option of adding another 45 years. We are committed to making
sure that Idaho FarmHouse remains viable, active, and prosperous on cam-
pus, creating an environment where young men can grow. Our University
supports the Greek system on campus and we appreciate the administra-
tion’s dedication very much.

Alumni Prosper
Our alumni are accomplishing great things in their lives. Travis Jones ’96,
our association secretary, is the Idaho Grain Producers Association executive
director. Mike Rush ’74 is the executive director of the Idaho State Board
of Education. Bill Eisinger ’72 was awarded the Silver and Gold Award
from the University of Idaho Alumni Association on March 14. I’m sure
there are many other distinguished members we should honor and we are

proud of all of them. 

Making a Difference
Serving the fraternity by keeping the chapter house safe and hospitable is
very rewarding. I enjoy getting to know alumni from all eras and contribut-
ing to the active members’ success. I’m sure all the directors would agree—
it is a wonderful complement to the time we spent living on campus and it
further enriches the experience of being a man of FarmHouse.

Serve Your Chapter
We hope to make being a FarmHouse alumnus a rewarding and fulfilling
experience for all of you. There are opportunities for Idaho FarmHouse
alumni from all eras and any geographic location to serve on the board.
Please reach out to me or any board member if you’re interested. We hope
you can join us for our partnership events at Alumni Work Days in the spring
and Homecoming in the fall. Let us know if you are able to contribute to or
lead these events. 

Thank You for Your Service
I want to thank all of the men who have served our chapter over the years.
I’d like to give a special thanks to Maurice Johnson ’57, who retired from
the board last January after decades of selfless service. If you are ever in
the area, please stop by and visit the chapter. Our active members would

love to meet all of our wonderful alumni. 

Fraternally,
Wayne Wohler ’74
Alumni Association President 
wwohler@idahovandals.com
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The Crest

Iam honored to serve my brothers as president this year, and I am very
happy with how the chapter is progressing.

Ten Members Added
We recruited 18 pledges this fall, 10 of whom were initiated in the spring.
We now have 31 men in the chapter: three seniors, seven juniors, four soph-
omores, and 17 freshmen. We were fifth in grades for the fall semester with
a 2.90 G.P.A., but we are working diligently to improve this ranking.

Chapter Goals Outlined
Our executive board met at the beginning of the semester and set goals for
the chapter. Our four main goals are: 

• Update bylaws
• Increase presence on campus
• Strengthen fraternal bonds within the chapter
• Improve scholarship

We are also working to get a tradition of FarmHouse challenge coins started
at an international level. Challenge coins have been a long-standing tradi-
tion within the military and other organizations. They honor membership
in an organization and help increase morale. We think they will be a great
addition to FarmHouse traditions. 

Bylaws Updated
Our decision to update the bylaws came about in our effort to better serve
the chapter. By eliminating ambiguity from all areas of the bylaws we will
streamline each undertaking of the chapter, ensuring that progress will
mark our every step.

Social Events Planned
We want to increase our presence on campus both socially and philanthrop-
ically. We have planned quite a few socials with sororities and are excited
to maintain traditions with other chapters and add new ones. 

Philanthropically, we are planning the event “Totally Baldacious” in con-
junction with the Latah County Relay for Life. Brothers will donate their
hair to raise money for the fight against cancer. This event will be on April
6, 6-7 p.m., and we encourage our alumni to attend and be involved.

Brotherhood Improved
As men of FarmHouse we pride ourselves on being builders of men, and
we are improving our brotherhood program in order to achieve this mission.
We have hosted several brotherhood events this semester, ranging from the
more serious Web of Brotherhood to fun activities such as laser tag. By
improving our brotherhood we can ensure that our lives are more pure,
true, and noble.

Looking Ahead
Finally, I want to emphasize how excited I am for what the future holds.

We have a lot of things planned, and through hard work we
will see great reward. After all, destiny is a matter of choice,
not a matter of chance.

Fraternally,
Pedee Ewing ’09 • ewin9399@vandals.uidaho.edu

UI FarmHouse Sets New Chapter Goals, Works to
Improve Brotherhood and Academics  

New members take the oath of membership during initiation.

Blaine Marceau
Hayden, Idaho
Forensic Chemistry

“I plan to be a forensic
specialist, although

I’m not sure what area of forensics.
FarmHouse will help me reach my
goals by keeping me responsible
and focused on academics.”

Dillon Irminger
Meridian, Idaho
Chemical Engineering

“I want to use my de-
gree to work with pol-

lution control and the separation of
gases. I want to eventually work
with NASA or a private firm that
builds biodomes so that I can help
man explore and eventually settle on
other planets. FarmHouse is my new
home and my brothers will help me
become the best man I can be.”

Ryan Ashley
Moscow, Idaho
Geology

“I know that whatever
I do or wherever I go, I

want to do geology field work.
FarmHouse has given me an oppor-
tunity to meet many great individu-

als and has offered me the funda-
mentals to become a better man.”

Robert Vowell* 
Cambridge, Idaho 
Mechanical 
Engineering
(Brother Kris 
Vowell ’09)

“There are people in FarmHouse
who genuinely care for me and want
me to succeed. It is so nice to be able
to go to people for advice and help
whenever you need it. After I grad-
uate I hope to work for NASA or a
company like Boeing and specialize
in aerospace engineering.” 

Woovin Yi
Meridian, Idaho
Mechanical 
Engineering

“I want to be a me-
chanical engineer because I want to
help create self-automated cars. The
brotherhood I’ve found in Farm-
House will help me reach my goals
both in school and beyond.”

New Members Reveal Dreams, 
Aspirations for the Future

(Continued on page 4)

*Legacy



Farmhouse

Our Founding Father’s Legacy Honored by FarmHouse International

Duane “Doc” LeTourneau, University of Minnesota ’44, was not only the
founding father and driving force behind the establishment of FarmHouse Fra-
ternity at the University of Idaho in 1956-57, but he was also a longtime advisor

and devoted association officer. During his 53 years of service as chapter advisor, Doc
had the pleasure of meeting every one of more than 740 new members of the fraternity. 

Doc has received every honor granted by FarmHouse, including the Master Builder of
Men award and FarmHouse International Fraternity’s inaugural Outstanding Advisor
of the Year award, which was named for Doc and presented this year for the first time
at a ceremony led by Executive Director Chad Harris, Iowa State ’98, and attended
by University President M. Duane Nellis. Doc’s wife, Phyllis, who was a big supporter
of FarmHouse’s success, passed away in 2011, but their daughter, Diane, was there to
take part in the celebration.

Doc’s devotion and service to FarmHouse is immeasurable. We are forever in his debt
for all he has given to us.

“During the nearly 30 years I was an extension educator for the Univer-

sity, Doc was always one of the professors that I looked up and he always

had time to see what I had done and to catch up on things. I remember

in about 2002 or 2003 he and Phyllis stopped at my office in Twin Falls

when they were passing through. He was the only one who ever took the

time to stop and visit. That is just the kind of man he is—he cares!”

—Bob Ohlensehlen ’68

“I was the student charter president of the Club in 1956. Duane was the excellent,gentle, effective power behind getting the chapter established and chartered in 1957.Our apartment (my wife, Noreen, and I married in 1954) was the site of meetings.We visited Duane and Phyllis in their home and we kept in touch through the years—including Christmas cards every year. We loved Phyllis very much. Duane and Phylliswere a blessing to us over all these years.” 
—Darrel Kalbfleisch ’57

“Doc’s optimism and humor laced through all his communication—verbal and written.  He never failed to acknowledge a note, and Christ-mas would not have been the same without the LeTourneaus’ originalgreeting card showing up in the mail. He helped keep the alumni knittedtogether as he inserted his influence in the lives of generations of Farm-House brothers.”
—Laurent “Larry” Taylor ’62

“Doc LeTourneau had a huge, lasting effect on my life as an Idaho FarmHouse

man and the lives of my two sons, both of whom became FarmHouse men at

Idaho. Doc was one of my first exposures to how a man should pay it forward

in terms of being a good character model and devoting yourself to something

larger. He had the same effect on my sons and, no doubt, on countless young

men over the years. We are very lucky to have had Doc touch our lives.”

—Lawrence “Larry” Lloyd ’79

Friends and family gathered to honor Doc as he received the inaugural Outstanding Advisor of the Year award. 

Doc was the driving force that helped establish 

FarmHouse Fraternity at the University of Idaho. 

Doc’s daughter, Diane, showed her support during the ceremony. 

“It is rare in life when someone strikes you as exceptional when you meet them. It

is even rarer to realize many years later the person continues to be extraordinary.

That is what I found with Dr. LeTourneau. When I met Doc more than 35 years

ago, I was the first second-generation pledge into the Idaho Chapter. My father,

Darrel Kalbfleisch ’57, had made it very clear that meeting Dr. LeTourneau

was important—not because of his status, but because he was a fine man that

would be worth knowing and, as parents often are, he was right.” 

—Keith Kalbfleisch ’75

Doc’s wife, Phyllis, passed

away on April 5, 2011. Phyllis

was an iconic figure within the

FarmHouse community. She

was truly devoted to the Frater-

nity and its members, and she

will be greatly missed.
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Brandon Grant ’92, Peter Mundt ’91,
and Travis Jones ’96 reveal why they
volunteer for FarmHouse Fraternity at the

University of Idaho.

Why did you choose to become involved?  
Brandon: Our founder, Doc Le-
Tourneau, University of Minnesota
’44, inspired me to become a more
involved alumnus years ago. I gained
so much from my experience in the
fraternity, and I want to see the op-

portunities that I had be available to others. Being
involved is the only way to ensure that happens.

Peter: I’m involved for two reasons.
First, I believe in the transformative,
life-changing experience of frater-
nity living. Second, I want to honor
the legacy of Doc LeTourneau and
do my part to make sure the Farm-

House experience is a thriving part of campus life
for future members.

Travis: I want to do my part to en-
sure that FarmHouse remains sus-
tainable for many years to come. My
experience provided me with a
strong network of lifelong friends
and helped me mature into a respon-

sible individual. I want to help provide that for fu-
ture members.

What do you hope to gain from this experience?  
Brandon: I hope to make connections with Farm-
House brothers I haven’t met yet and reconnect
brothers in meaningful ways. If we can do this then
I have no doubt we can ensure the future of our
chapter with a supportive alumni base that can ac-
complish great things.

Peter: People like Doc LeTourneau and my broth-
ers in the chapter were such an integral part of my
formative college years. I stay involved with Farm-
House because it allows me to give back a bit of
what was given to me.

Travis: I hope to be a part of some major changes
that will positively impact FarmHouse’s future.
Supporting the fraternity means building strong
bonds between undergraduates and alumni but also
connecting alumni from different eras.

Why should others get involved?  
Brandon: If we don’t stay involved as alumni and
give back, we will lose the legacy and meaning of
FarmHouse. If we want our chapter to be viable,
we must take on the responsibility to help secure
its future.

Peter: If you valued your FarmHouse experience or
if FarmHouse allowed you to meet someone who

Paying It Forward

Kevin Blosser
Boise, Idaho
Chemical Engineering

“My goal is to become an engineer
and hopefully to change the world
in at least one small way. Farm-

House is helping me do this by providing me
with a network of brothers to keep me account-
able and motivated to reach my goals.”

Chase Shoemaker
New Plymouth, Idaho
Agricultural Education

“This semester I want to get at least
a 3.5 G.P.A. in my classes to help
out the chapter’s overall G.P.A.

After I graduate I want to be an agricultural

touched your life and sent you in a better direction,
then you should be involved with this chapter.

Travis: We need to maximize input and gather
different opinions and innovative ideas regarding
chapter operations. The fraternity provides more
than just a facility for 18- to 22-year-olds to live
in. It serves as a focal point and extension of the
progression of each undergraduate and alumnus.

Brandon works for Hewlett Packard in customer
operations. Peter manages the development of
multimedia content for Healthwise Inc. Travis is
the executive director of Idaho Grain Producers
Association. 

teacher while continuing to farm and raise buf-
falo.”

James “Tyler” Santi
Nampa, Idaho
Secondary Education, Emphasis in
Math

“I joined FarmHouse to get out of
my comfort zone. I have met a ton of new people
that I wouldn’t have met otherwise. FarmHouse
is more than a fraternity; it’s a brotherhood that
I can see myself a part of for life.” 

Gordan Jokic
Meridian, Idaho
Electrical Engineering

“With aspirations for a career in
engineering, I joined FarmHouse

as a means to seek support and provide all that
I can to other people for mutual and communal
benefit.”

Anthony Nichols
Boise, Idaho
Sociology

“FarmHouse is helping me toward
my goals by holding me to a higher

standard in all aspects of life. I’ve found a
tremendous sense of brotherhood at Farm-
House; by working together we will all become
better men.”

New Members (Continued from page 2)
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